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MRSA/MSSA Eradication/suppression therapy guideline for dialysis patients
	Screening swabs

MRSA: NOSE, THROAT, GROIN, WOUND/ Tunnelled PERM CATHETER or PD catheter 

(before starting dialysis and then 6 monthly screening of ALL patients on dialysis)
MSSA: NOSE  (before start dialysis and 6 monthly screening of patients with Perm Catheter, PD catheter or buttonhole on AVF)


	Eradication/suppression treatment following positive swabs
(to be completed fully regardless of site which returns positive result)

NOSE: Mupirocin 2% nasal ointment applied to the inner surface of each nostril (anterior nares) three times daily for 5 days. The patient should be able to taste Mupirocin at the back of the throat after application.

BODY: Chlorhexidine gluconate 4% (Hibiscrub®) solution as soap substitute once daily for 5 days. (NB Octenisan solution can be used as a replacement if patient intolerant to chlorhexidine)
The skin should be moistened and the antiseptic solution applied thoroughly to all parts of the skin with a disposable cloth or flannel before rinsing in a bath or shower. 

Chlorhexidine solution must be kept in contact with the skin for at least 30 seconds.

HAIR: Chlorhexidine gluconate 4% (Hibiscrub®) should be used as a shampoo at least twice in the 5 days. Prescribe on drug kardex for inpatients.
An emollient and/or hair conditioner may be used if skin drying occurs. Do not dilute in bath water, as the concentration would be insufficient. 

Repeat this 5 day course every month for THREE consecutive months 




	Monitoring 

For patients who have tested positive and completed 3 month eradication treatment cycle, repeat screening swabs 48hrs after end of treatment.

MRSA            POSITIVE: repeat 5 days treatment for 3 consecutive months, then repeat   

                                             screening swabs 48hrs post treatment as before.                                     

                       NEGATIVE: repeat further 2 sets of screening swabs 48hrs apart. 

If remains NEGATIVE, patient can be removed from isolation cubicle/area. Repeat screening every 6 months.
If remains POSITIVE after 2 treatment therapy cycles, further steps must be discussed with Senior medical staff and Microbiology team.

MSSA           POSITIVE: repeat 5 day treatment for 3 consecutive months then repeat   

                                           Screening swabs 48 hrs after end of treatment as before.

                      NEGATIVE: return to 6 monthly screening swabs

If remains POSITIVE after 2 treatment therapy cycles, further steps must be discussed with Senior medical staff and Microbiology team.
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